
Being a member of the marching band has shaped me in ways that most people wouldn’t 

expect me to say.  Typically, if someone were to guess, they might say I’ve become a stronger 

leader solely because of my position in the band.  However, I would disagree and say that 

although I have gained leadership skills, I think my most valuable lesson and skill I have learned 

is to listen to people’s needs.  Also that sometimes you have to put yourself in a team 

member’s perspective, rather than being consumed by a leadership perspective.  Although, 

being a leader is important and the world needs people to step up to teach younger 

generations with their own experience, change doesn’t take place without listening to what is 

needed.  With that being said, marching band has specifically taught me to listen to people’s 

feedback.  It began in 7th grade when I was learning to play my instrument.  The mellophone 

was new to me compared to the layout of the French horn.  I struggled to change notes quickly, 

but I listened to my upperclassmen who told me to just “Try my best, have fun, and when in 

doubt just don’t play.”  Thankfully, I listened and my first year in band turned out to be one of 

the most fun and memorable years.  Now you may be asking, how does your memories and fun 

experiences relate to the lessons you’ve learned and shape you into a better person for the 

future?  Well, those first experiences helped me in the future with the new rookies.  Even 

though I stopped playing an instrument the band has always been a family that works together 

and each other, and occasionally I would come across a discouraged rookie.  So, I always tried 

to give them the same advice the upperclassmen gave me.  “Don’t stress too much, have fun, 

and when in doubt just look at a neighbor, because Mr. O would rather hear nothing from your 

instrument than a few made-up notes”.  Another way I learned being a team member and a 

good listener is more important than a controlling leader is through dance.  Going into auxiliary, 

I expected to just teach the dances, but I was wrong.  Since Carlynton is such a small school, not 

many people had dance backgrounds that was the same style as the Cougarette choreography.  

But, the team needed filled which also filled the squad with various skills and abilities.  

Meaning, not everyone could execute every skill with ease, including myself.  Therefore, my job 

as a leader on the team, I needed to listen to what my teammates needed help with.  So I had 

to find new ways to break things down.  Collectively, playing an instrument and dancing are 

fairly similar.  The goal is to move to the music on beat to create a complete performance.  

Overall, marching band has shaped me into someone that listens to people in order to work 

together and get the job done, being the performance.  This skill set will prepare me in college.  

Going in as an international business and politics, with a minor in Spanish will give me new 

opportunities, such as studying and working abroad.  When working and learning in different 

countries, their systems are not the same so I might have to work around things, such as a 

language barrier, or break things down a different way, like I did with specific dance moves.  I 

might also have to listen to my team members, classmates, or leader advice in order to 

complete a goal just as I did in 7th grade.  My time in marching band was not only fun and 

something I suggest everyone should experience, but also a new learning experience that 

opened me up to various perspectives I will use for the rest of my life.   


